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[.IDENTITY AND INTEREST OF AMICUS

The identity and interest of amicus curiae are feeth in the
accompanying Motion for Leave to File an Amicus i@aBrief.

[1.INTRODUCTION

Sex trafficking, including the sale of children foammercial sex,
is rampant on Backpage.com, which profits millimisdollars each year
by the advertisements it hosts. The trial coureadrwith Respondents’
assertion that Backpage.com’s posting rules anteabmequirements are
a thin facade and that Backpage.com serves largela hub for sex
trafficking. Consequently, if the Court grants Bpage.com Section 230
immunity, the purpose of the Communications Decehaty(“CDA”) will
be perverted only to protect websites, not childeerd a legal protection
will be carved out for the rapidly-growing internemarketplace of
trafficking in women and children for sex.

Backpage.com knows that its “adult” section is lftating sex
trafficking. As Backpage.com’s counsel Liz McDoug#ten counsel for
Craigslist, explained before a House committeedib02

[A]ctivity on Backpage spiked, both in May 2009 whe

craigslist implemented the credit card payment @doce,

and it spiked because the perpetrators knew thatrach

easier then for them to be caught on craigslistl toey

moved their traffic . . . . [and on] September 3ewh

Craigslist took down the adult services sectiond dime
traffic moved again over to Backpage



Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking: Hearing Before tifeubcomm. on
Crime, Terrorism, & Homeland Sec., 111th Cong. I85-(2010)
(statement of Liz McDougall, Partner, Perkins CbleP, Seattle, WA)
(emphasis added) (“McDougall Statement”). CounselBackpage.com
further understands that sex trafficking “is a peob that involves the
luring and seduction of victims. It involves theest conditions that make
victims susceptible. It involves the culture andfpability of pimps and
of organized crime. And it involves demand.” McDallgStatement at
174. However, in refusing to shut down its “adwgléction, Backpage.com
has chosen to turn a blind eye to the demand fomnoercial sexual
exploitation that it fuels and facilitates. Corggalid not intend to protect
websites such as Backpage.com that knowingly sesvyaatforms for the
commercial sexual exploitation of women and chiidwhen it enacted
the CDA.
1. STATEMENT OF THE CASE
CATW adopts the Statement of the Case set fortRdspondents.

IV.ARGUMENT OF AMICUSCURIAE

A. SEX TRAFFICKING IS PREVALENT IN THE UNITED
STATES

The incidence of sex trafficking worldwide is staggg—millions
of victims are exploited in the commercial sex istly in countries

around the world. Federal Bureau of Investigatlelal Law Enforcement



Bulletin: Human Sex TraffickingMar. 2011, _http://www.fbi.gov/stats-

services/publications/law-enforcement-

bulletin/march_2011/human_sex_trafficking (“FBI Bain”). Within the

broader umbrella of all human trafficking (both dabexploitation and
sexual exploitation), the United Nations Office @rugs and Crime
(“UNODC”) has reported that 57 to 62 percent oftadifficking victims
detected were trafficked for sexual exploitatiomitedd Nations Office on
Drugs and CrimeGlobal Report on Trafficking in Persoms 35 (2012).
Moreover, the UNODC reported that women and gidsoanted for
roughly 75 percent of trafficking victim$d. at 7. Any statistics attached
to trafficking are likely to underestimate its idence because traffickers
“‘prey on excluded populations—many trafficking ume$ come from
backgrounds that make them reluctant to seek heip &uthorities or are
otherwise particularly vulnerable—marginalized eéthnminorities,
undocumented immigrants, the indigenous, the pgm®mrsons with
disabilities—whose experiences often make themctahi to seek help
from the authorities.Trafficking in Persons Repor2013 U.S. Dep'’t of
State Ann. Rep. 8-9. Sex trafficking is the fastgstving business and
the third-largest criminal enterprise in the woi@Il Bulletin. Havoscope,
which tracks global crime, estimates that revenuerldwide from

prostitution is $186.00 billion per year. EuropeBarliament, Sexual



exploitation and prostitution and its impact on denequalityat 6 (2014).
The relevant statistics in the United States amalaily likely to

underestimate the scope of the problem. Accordimgthe Attorney
General, “[d]ue to the hidden nature of the crimeafficking victims may
work in the open, but the coercion that ensnaresntimay be more
subtle—it is difficult to accurately estimate thetent of victimization.”
Attorney General's AnnAssessment of U.S. Gov't Activities to Combat
Trafficking in Persons2011 Att'y Gen. Ann. Rep. 1. However, methods
of obtaining the relevant data are improving aridlata demonstrate that
the problem is extensive. In 2010, the Office dftihe Programs’ Human
Trafficking Reporting System identified 2,515 sudeel incidents of
human trafficking for investigation between Janu2®)8 and June 2010,
of which 82 percent were classified as sex traffigkand nearly forty
percent involved allegations of prostitution or saixexploitation of a
child. US Dep’'t of Justice Bureau of Justice StaBharacteristics of
Suspected Human Trafficking Incidents, 2008-201&pr. 2011,

http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/cshti0810.pdhel actual number of

victims is almost certainly far higher.
The number of cases pursued by law enforcement—gthdliey
only represent the tip of the iceberg of incidewfs trafficking—is

growing. In fiscal year 2012, the FBI reported 4d@estigations initiated



involving the sex trafficking of children, an inase from 352 in fiscal
year 2011. Also in fiscal year 2012, the DOJ imgithcases against 162
defendants for sex trafficking and the Civil Rigassision initiated 34
cases involving sex trafficking. In total, the D@dnvicted 105 sex
traffickers.Trafficking in Persons Repqr2013 U.S. Dep’t of State Ann.
Rep. 382-83. In 2014, the FBI announced that itdeded out its eighth
annual “Operation Cross Country,” in which it reeced 168 victims
between the ages of 11 and 19 and arrested 281epadl06 cities. Mary
Beth Marklein 168 children rescued from sex trafficking, FBYysaJSA
Today, June 23, 2014, available at

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/8&td-trafficking-

sex-children/11271829/. When combined with casessyamd by local

authorities, see Human Trafficking Database

http://www.law.umich.edu/CLINICAL/HUTRAFFICCASES/BBas/searc

hdatabase.aspx (last visited June 22, 2014) (ishoman trafficking
cases, including sex trafficking cases, in bottesamd federal courtit is
clear that the crime is extremely prevalent intmted States.

B. PROSTITUTION IS DAMAGING FOR ITSVICTIMS AND
ISRARELY CHOSEN FREELY

Despite almost universal opposition to sex traffigk attitudes
towards prostitution tend to be more accepting. elewy, a large amount

of data demonstrates that prostitution and sefdkaig are inextricably



linked. See, e.g.Dorchen A. LeidholdtProstitution and Trafficking in
Women: An Intimate Relationshipn Prostitution, Trafficking, and
Traumatic Stres&67, 178 (Melissa Farley ed., 2003). “Sex traffigkand
prostitution overlap in fundamental ways,” says @A Board Member,
Dorchen A. Leidholdtld. “[T]he dynamics of trafficking and prostitution
are the same dynamics, and their commonalitiesoV@rshadow their
differences. In spite of efforts to differentiatedaseparate prostitution and
trafficking, the inescapable conclusion is that difference between the
two, at best, is one of degree, not of kintl” Prostitution is a form of
violence that deprives prostituted people of humigmity through cruel,
degrading, discriminatory, and traumatic a8seU.N. Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination Against Womewjolence Against Women
General Recommendation No. 19 11 1, 4, 6, 7, 106124 (11" Session,
1992) (recognizing prostitution as a practice odcdmination against
women under the Convention Against All Forms of ddisination
Against Women); United Nations Commission on HuriRaghts, Report
of the Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights Aspacthe Victims of
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and CleifldrSigma Hudat
10, E/CN.4/2006/62 (Feb. 20, 2006) (finding, “[lddson her experience
and investigations as Special Rapporteur, . . t mhast prostitution is

accomplished by one or more of the illicit meandioned in subparagraph



(a) of the [Palermo] Protocol and therefore counsdi trafficking”);
European Parliament Committee on Women’s Rights &ehder
Equality, Report on sexual exploitation and prostitution atsdimpact on
gender equality, Rapporteur Mary Honeybatl6, A7-0071/2014 (Feb. 3,
2014) (defining prostitution as “a form of slavenycompatible with
human dignity and fundamental human rights”).

Assertions that prostitution is a way of life tvabmen enter and
remain in freely simply do not square with the $acbue to social
vulnerabilities such as sexual abuse during chidhorace and sex
inequality, drug addiction, and poverty, victimgeanprostitution because
they lack choices. Pimps and traffickers routinelye force, fraud,
coercion, deception, abuse of a person’s vulnetgbabuse of power, and
other means to exploiSee Polaris ProjectHuman Trafficking FAQs

http://www.polarisproject.org/human-trafficking/ham-trafficking-fags

(last visited August 19, 2014).

The evidence for these assertions, and for theatelas effects of
prostitution on women and children, is overwhelmiAg1998 study of
adolescents sold in the commercial sex industryndothat 89 percent
began in prostitution when they were younger th@nSusan M. Nadon et
al., Antecedents to Prostitution: Childhood Victimizatiol3 J. of

Interpersonal Violence 206, 213 (1998). The average at which girls



first become victims of prostitution is 12-14; baysd transgender youth,
11-13. FBI Bulletin. The majority of domestic viets in the sex industry
are runaway and homeless youth. The State Departegorts that about
a third of teens who run away from home—about 180,86 year—are
trafficked within 48 hoursOnline and Anonymous: New Challenges to
Prosecuting Sex TraffickingNPR radio broadcast Aug. 3, 2013),

available at http://npr.org/templates/transcript/transcript.php?

storyld=208664066 Online and Anonymot)s Childhood is not a time

when a fully free and informed choice, particularggarding sexual
matters, can be made, and the risk of commercialadeexploitation of
children by adults is high. When engaging in conui@rsex, a child by
definition is being sexually abused and sex trkéfiit. See 18 U.S.C.
§ 1591.

Once in prostitution, the lives of women and clahiare radically
altered. Violence is a way of life, resulting imdtima, desensitization, and
dissociation.” Gretchen Clark Hammond & Mandy Mc@&o Entry,
Progression, Exit, and Service Provision for Susvsvof Sex Trafficking:
Implications for Effective Intervention&lob. Soc. Welf. at 4 (Mar. 22,
2014). In a transnational research study on putiiit, 71 percent of 854
prostituted people had been physically assaultguidstitution; 63 percent

said they had been raped. Melissa Farley et Rigstitution and



Trafficking in Nine Countries: An Update on Violenand Posttraumatic
Stress Disorder2 J. of Trauma Practice 33, 34, 44 (2003). A wtud
Portland, Oregon, found that prostituted women waped once a week,
on average. Susan Kay Huntérrostitution is Cruelty and Abuse to
Women and Childrenl Mich. J. Gender & L. 91, 92 (1993). A study in
Colorado Springs, Colorado, determined that womermpfostitution face
the most dangerous occupational environment inUihieed States,” with
the two main causes of death in the study beingid¢iden and drug
overdoses. John J. Potterat etibytality in a Long-term Open Cohort of
Prostitute Womenl59 Am. J. of Epidemiology 778, 783-84 (2004).
Prostitution also subjects individuals to an ededlarisk of
HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseasesalige of a lack of
negotiating power to get purchasers of sex to ose@ms.SeeJanice G.
Raymond et al., Coalition Against Trafficking in Wien,Sex Trafficking
of Women in the United States: International andri@stic Trendsit 11,
72-73, 81 (2001). In the experience of many, thieepof resistance is
often more violenceld. at 72-73. The trauma of prostitution has been
found to produce post-traumatic stress in 68 péroeaurvivors—a level
equivalent to that of rape victims or combat vetsreéFarley et al.Nine
Countriesat 47, 56. The trauma can also manifest in “patiacks,

generalized anxiety, depression, suicidal ideati@amd obsessive-



compulsive disorder.” Hammond & McGlonEntry, Progression, Exit,
and Service Provisioat 6. Additional risks are sexual and reproductive
health problems due to abortions, vaginal and pgbain, and untreated
sexually transmitted diseaséd. In a 1985 study, prostituted women in
Canada faced risk of premature death at 40 timesCdmnadian national
average. Report of the Special Committee on Poaphy and
Prostitution, 2Pornography and Prostitution in Cana@&0 (1985).

Though the vast majority of women want to escapestiution,
seeFarley et alNine Countriesat 51, 56 (finding 89 percent), there are
many barriers to exit: stigma, HIV or other serigigysical health issues,
mental health disorders, drug and alcohol additiack of education and
job skills, and an arrest record. For those unkercontrol of traffickers,
the challenges are even greater. Traffickers oftewve their victims
around the country to keep them isolated and disted. FBI Bulletin.
They also confiscate their victims’ identificatiodocuments, which
“further limits a victim’s ability to escape thetstion, as she is rendered
nameless and faceless.” Hammond & McGldaetry, Progression, Exit,
and Service Provisioat 3. Traffickers and pimps subject their victitos
gang rape, beatings, and other forms of abusedp #&em physically and
mentally subservient. FBI Bulletin.

In the face of these realities, CATW cannot aceegtiments that

10



prostitution is a freely chosen profession thavésawomen and children
subjected to it unharmed; CATW is therefore dedidato preventing
Backpage.com and other website hosts from fagilgathe sale of women
and children on the internet. As CATW has decldvetbre the United
Nations, “[tlhere is no responsible way of buyinguanan being. Women,
and men, are not products or commodities, nor shingy be bought and
sold as such.” Statement by CATW, European Womenibby,
Mediterranean Network Against Trafficking in Womemd Rosa, United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime Vienna 201%2 $ession (Oct. 15,
2012).

C. WOMEN AND CHILDREN ARE TRAFFICKED FOR

PROSTITUTION THROUGH BACKPAGE.COM, WHICH
PROFITS

As acknowledged by counsel for Backpage.com, Streggslist’s
decision to remove the “Adult Services” sectiomirdgs website, much of
the business of recruiting and selling prostitieainen on the internet
has moved to Backpage.con®nline and AnonymousMcDougall
Statement at 175-76.

Law enforcement is keenly aware of this trend. layM2012, for
example, there were more than 50 cases in 22 statpsople charged
with advertising underage girls on Backpage.cémderson Cooper 360

Degrees (CNN television broadcast May 10, 2012jvailable at

11



http://transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/1205/10/@2chtml.

(“Anderson Cooper Broadcast.”) After the bust afex-trafficking ring in
Florida in 2013, the Polk County Sheriff Grady Juditlared that “[i]t's
abundantly clear to us that [Backpage.com is] itatihg . . . human
trafficking.” Keyonna Summers, After sex-trafficking arrests,
Backpage.com under firdampa Bay Times, May 19, 201&8yailable at

http://www.tampabay.com/news/publicsafety/crima&afiex-trafficking-

arrests-backpagecom-under-fire/2121858. The sherifiescribed

Backpage.com as “complicit” because it charges dnidgaes for “adult”
advertisements than it does for other types ahlystld. In June 2014, the
FBI used Backpage.com to carry out its most reagackdown in
“Operation Cross Country.” Matt Nussbaurbpcal prostitution ring
busted in national FBI crackdown on human trafingki‘Operation Cross
Country’, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, June 22, 20lalailable at

http://www.post-gazette.com/breaking/2014/06/22Alqarostitution-ring-

busted-in-national-FBI-crackdown-on-human-traffieiOperation-

Cross-Country/stories/20140622017 7#ixzz368PjURcK.

Backpage.com attracts pimps and sex traffickersulex it offers
them convenience and a low cost of doing busirféissps post images of
young adults or, many times, minors, who they dferiag for sale for

jobs. The price of posting is modest, and it candbee anonymously.

12



Online and Anonymous

The Nashville Backpage Repdound that, during a three-month
period, 2,051 new posts advertised for prostitgedin the Nashville area
alone, with an average price of $154 (in-call) @1& (out-call). The
average age reported was 25.4 years old. OperBtioken Silence/End
Slavery Tennesse&he Nashville Backpage Repatt19-20 (2012). (This
number is almost certainly erroneous and skeweldehithan it should be,
as traffickers do not accurately report the agetheif underage victims.)
A May 2012 Arizona State University study estimatezhrly 80 percent
of advertisements in Backpage.com’s “adult” sectimre for prostituted
women and that almost 10 percent of the 900 acdesnients appeared to
be for girls under 18. Arizona State Universi§tudy finds extensive

prostitution ads on Backpage.com Sep. 24, 2012,

https://asunews.asu.edu/20120924 backpage_study.
Backpage.com, through the intentional design anderd of its
website, earns revenue by assisting pimps and rsdfickers escape
detection by law enforcement. Backpage.com prova&svs pimps to
use prepaid credit cards, for example, that arevalidated by any third-
party sourceOnline and Anonymous
One common tactic of traffickers is to constantlpvwa their

victims between states. This is a technique thaefs] isolation from

13



family, friends, and the public to limit the victisn ability to build
supportive social networks, as well as her abildybe recognized and
rescued.” Hammond & McGlond&ntry, Progression, Exit, and Service
Provisionat 3. The coordination necessary to implementtéghnique is
made possible because of the anonymity and natienweach of
Backpage.com. In the 2012 Nashville Backpage.coadystonly 41
percent of the phone numbers listed were from Tsse® The remaining
59 percent were from 38 other states, revealing Blagkpage.com is a
conduit for human trafficking across state lin€fke Nashville Backpage
Reportat 19-20.

Even a brief visit to the website illustrates thpeenomena. In the
United States, Backpage.com’'s front page for edth las a section
called “adult,” under which there are a number ett®ns including

"o

“escorts,” “strippers and strip clubs,” and “dom fé&tish.” Suggestive
photos and language fill the advertisements in ‘tscorts” section,
making it abundantly clear that the advertisemargsfor prostitution. An
example from the Auburn, Alabama site under thie ti6izzling Hot!

Super Sexy and Great Body — 19” reads: “I am sweeitmn, friendly and
eager to please. | would love spending time with igmite for a nice treat.

| am ready and Available Now. The pics are accurgtel won't be

disappointed. 100% Satisfaction with me.” The postage is listed as 19,

14



and the location as: “Auburn, Birmingham, Dothamd&den, Huntsville,
Mobile, Montgomery, Muscle Shoals, Tuscaloosa, uryarms ;).”
Backpage.com Auburn, AL site (visited April 18, 201The fact that this
girl is available in such a wide range of citiesosgly suggests that she
under the control of pimps who are moving her amsageral states.
Many advertisements are of women of a particulanietty, with
language such as “just got to town” revealing tikely occurrence of
international sex trafficking. Backpage.com’s Chatbn, SC site reads:
“‘New Romanian in Town. Only for a week. Book an aippment now. —
x0x0, Alina.” Backpage.com Charleston, SC siteifgtsMay 13, 2014).
Many advertisements also use code words to suggegh—
telltale signs of sex trafficking of young girlsnAadvertisement on the

Seattle page reads: “I| am HONEY, 20 yrs old JAPAEB®odel Girl,

5'4" & 108 Ibs! 35D-24-34 . .. This is my*1Time experience & look

forward to meeting you.” Backpage.com Seattle, W& §visited April

18, 2014).

Visits to Backpage.com’s international pages makelaar that
Backpage.com facilitates and permits sex tourismvels One example
from Russia, with an ad that links to “young-eseart states: “Our girls
will be in your hotel / apartment in 20 minuteslegéthe right girl for you

from the pictures and call us anytime.” Backpaga.cMoscow site
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(visited May 13, 2014). Another example, from thepei site, states, “hi
gentleman, new arriving in Taipei? Boring and lgnalhotel room? Want
hot Taipei girl for different fun to relax yoursell am the one you are
looking for! You call me SISI, | am 18 years oldstlyear.” Backpage.com
Taipei site (visited May 13, 2014). Although the stdtes that “you can
call me directly!” a list of “[o]ther ads by thisar” link to advertisements
for “xiaoxue,” “misty,” and “AMY,” indicating thathe advertisements are
placed by a trafficker or pimp with several girlsder his control.

CATW worked with a child victim who was traffickddr sex over
Backpage.com. Interview by Sanctuary for Familiéth iBrianna,” child
sex trafficking victim, in New York, N.Y. Briannaag kidnapped from
school at the age of nine and sold into prostitytiwhere she was a slave
for years. From April to December 2010, Briann&rtti4 years old, was
raped repeatedly via advertisements on Backpagéscaault” website.
In under five minutes Brianna’s image, whereaboartsl price could be
uploaded on Backpage.com’'s website from a cellygaone. The
procedure for posting on the site was simple enotght 14-year-old
Brianna could do it, which she did while her pingomed threateningly
over her shoulder. As soon as the post was upcétis would start
coming in. The calls would slow down as other tckiérs and users

posted their own advertisements which pushed Baanposting farther
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down the page. The pimp would make her re-post atheertisement
several times a day, paying the fee to Backpage&ary time, in order
to maintain a steady stream of clients. Brianna vegeed on up to 35
“‘dates” a night on Backpage.com. Backpage.com ifath Brianna’'s
exploitation because of the ease in which Backjgage fuels demand for
the purchase of girls, and made it easier for Bréés third pimp to avoid
the police and escape law enforcement detection.

Despite her third pimp being convicted and senténder
trafficking, Brianna is perplexed that Backpage.casnpermitted to
continue to profit from the victimization of othehildren—for it is
abundantly clear that Backpage.com makes enormoaf#tspfrom its
advertisements for prostitution. The internet regdedirm AIM Group
reported that the advertisements Backpage.com heaped almost $27
million in 2011. Anderson Cooper Broadcast. Giveat the “adult” pages
are some of the only ones for which Backpage.coargds its users, the
economic benefit to Backpage.com of this serviceignificant—from
April 2012 to March 2013, Backpage.com generate8. Zanillion from
its “adult” section, which totals 81 percent of ahline prostitution
advertising revenue. AIM GroupMonthly revenue from online

prostitution ads crosses $5 milipn Mar. 22, 2013,
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http://aimgroup.com/2013/04/22/monthly-revenue-frontine-

prostitution-ads-crosses-5-million/.

There have been many calls for Backpage.com toverte illicit
“adult” content from its website. In March 2014,n&¢or Mark Kirk of
lllinois called for legislation making it illegabtadvertise prostitution on
the internet and allowing the federal governmenshat down websites
that have such advertisemenBen. Kirk Calls for Law to Stop Internet
Ads for  Prostitution CBS  Chicago, Mar. 10, 2014,

http://chicago.cbslocal.com/2014/03/10/sen-kirkdsz&dr-law-to-stop-

internet-ads-for-prostitution/. The  website of  AnnWagner,

Congresswoman of the 2nd District of Missouri, dee$ that “[s]exual
predators can go online and have child prostitséed to their hotel rooms
as easily as if they were ordering a pizza.” Cosgi®man Ann Warner,
Human Trafficking & Online Prostitution Advertising

http://wagner.house.gov/Human%?20T rafficking%20%26@aline%20P

rostitution%20Advertising (last visited June 29,120 Additionally,

266,799 people signed a petition on Change.or@@fmkpage to remove
its “adult” pagesTell Village Voice Media to Stop Child Sex Trafiingk

http://www.change.org/petitions/tell-village-voioeedia-to-stop-child-

sex-trafficking-on-backpage-com (last visited J@8e2014).

Multinational companies should not only “[h]lave alipy
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commitment to respect human rights” but should &sarry out human
rights due diligence” and, “[w]ithin the context dfeir own activities,
avoid causing or contributing to adverse humantsighpacts and address
such impacts when they occur.” O.E.C.Buidelines for Multinational
Enterprisesat 31 (2011). Google, for example, has taken jp &eards
recognizing that Google AdWords should not contabto demands for
commercial sex. Google announced in March 2014 begfinning in June
2013, “sexually explicit content will be prohibiteand guidelines will be
clarified regarding promotion of other adult cortttnGoogle AdWords,

Adult Content March 2012, https://support.google.com/adwordsgbl

answer/4271759 ?hl=en&ref topic=29265. The mandatesorporate

responsibility to protect human rights—as well be bbvious relevant
legal obligations under both domestic and inteomati law—make clear
that Backpage.com cannot hide behind protestatidniseing a neutral

content provider and avoid its responsibility foe tegregious violations of
human rights from which it directly profits.

V. CONCLUSION
Sex trafficking is a modern form of slavery, whiBackpage.com

undeniably promotes under its “adult” section. Baae.com is now
invoking Section 230 of the CDA to facilitate tiaking of minors. This

is a gross reversal of the intent of the statine purpose of which in part
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is “to deter and punish trafficking in obscenityalking, and harassment

by means of computer.” 47 U.S.C. § 230. The ovenatpose of the CDA

is promoting decency on the internet, and Sect&ihwas written with the

specific purpose of protecting websites as a fofonthe exercise of free

speech. But Backpage’s “adult” section is not ataalforum for free

speech—it is a marketplace for the buying andrsglbf sex, including

with children. The idea that Congress intendedrtdqat the interests of

websites like Backpage.com as they host humandkaffy is an absurd

result. The Court should affirm the decision of thal court.
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